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The  first
= time was last
spring, in the

aftermath of
the patriots’ in-
vasion . of Cas-
tro - Communist

spondents wh1ch
b’pry & §6rt of civil servant

he, ;reat

ne it?’ begun
over the e pse of the Jost ac'
tion than here began to ap-
pear curious pieces in the
‘papers, §prin%11ng as from no-
where, in which the name
",'Bxssell" led all the Test.

* | * *

' WHAT ON earth had been
wrong Wwith the planning? Well,
whatever it was, it was B;ssell
who was tp, blame. It was Bis-
sell wh had unwisely advised
the a mng;strathn 84 ter

of course, it 'wh 1,alsq

out that thgse who IeaT«:ed
deathless mformatlon Were
themselves, , wholly blameless
They, ‘of " course _had | opposed
4t all along,

From ‘the;r standpomt the
fall- guyzwas well 'chosen. For
Richard Bxssel] apart frgm
the natural personal reserve of
& degperately shy man, was an
‘'old + fashioned professmnal in

il servants at his level were
_supposed to keep their minds
O.Den, and thdir _mouths shut. .
ey were intgnded to e ad-
visers to superiors, not spress
contact men for themselves.

"s, 1’60, Is Part Qf Ti:e

1 this point a highly anonymous
e sofficial

head- |

Mareorer, Bissell's own par-
ticular job enjoined siience
upon him in a special vay. For
‘He was a high < drd up to-

deing the most
hush-hush sort of work in the
Intelligence  Agency.
I:.s 2 word,"he WM~ #ot have
defended himself by counter-
leaks if he could, being the
kind of man he is, and he conld
not have even if he would.
ok Kk ke
JOHN F. Kennedy himself
sought nn scapegoats for the
failure in Cubsa, rightly realiz-
4ng that the actitn had been
spproved Byt ¥ é=1den1 of
the United Btates’ that the
responsibitify of th_t‘ jersoh
‘can bé ﬂ'laﬁ’d h} nn Qﬂegér?_s- uttonded to gay I
- Fithin the admifis-" not make niistakeg in his rec-
-tration, ~h§ rever, Weld M”50 ommendations for ‘the Cubgn,
generous. Stapekodts hat to-be | action. Nor 1§ it “intended  to
found; and so Bissell jvas there |suggest even that in the hakd,
toffifthe bl .+ 0 “=s" i fhugh game of public alfairs
THES, vecently, his resigha- |he: should not have had to pay
tion"w4s armounced—and along e pric bf error.\
with this, his appoiitment as T Ak w T
executive viee president of the * rp I8 intended, however, to
‘Ingtitute for Defense Analyses.
a yhiversity - supported group
which “is seeking to. #ssist this
goveriinent in the cold war.
My=small salute th the
partihg Richard Bissell is

Rwhard Bissell
2 old pr‘b

e
ot

pay -a leii-hgnded compliment

.no means

~woafend, finally, it 1= intended
-+40": paise a

‘risk mistakes —-

- it—and fake the rap.

0, the hizhly effective nature
of the whispering campaign by
leak which other bureaucrats|
so gladly and quickly Joosed
against the one man who had
. o7 lERie 17
answer bark.

most:  melancholy
point: - Bizsell, whatever hisg
mistakes, was one oureancrat

who was repeatedlv willing 10
to yisk his
whole future, as in ¢ nha - n
order actually to do zomething
Bureaucrary lends in play it
safe, and tet George do it —ami
take ‘the 1ap. Bissell played it
dangerols, and Ief Richard dn

oversiates the mat-]
ter, does i, to suggest that it
seems a_ pity that when the
ghost does walk among the bu-
reaucrats, handing cut the spec-
tral blue slips of dismizsal, it
walks so often ampiiz the men
of decision and, of course, }f{

It hardly

taste?

governrnent who knew that civ-
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